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Big Brothers Big Sisters is an organization where 
students from K-6 get a "big brother" or a "big sister" from 
grades 9-12.  These older students act like the big sibling 
that they don't have.  Throughout the year the club gets 
together and has parties and meetings just to hangout.  

Advisor Mrs. Mills said, "Big Brothers Big Sister is an 
amazing program that offers friendship and leadership for children in need.  
The program matches children with a volunteer adult and they form a 
relationship through get togethers, activities, and lots of communication." 

This past December Big Brothers Big Sisters held their first meeting of 
the year, which was a holiday gift exchange for the Littles.  All of the Bigs 
brought in wrapped gifts and passed them out to their Littles, and then played 

a game where they rolled diced and could steal 
gifts.  This was a good way for the children to 
get gifts from everyone.  

Mrs. Mills continued, "The Bigs feel a sense of 
responsibility and joy by watching someone 
from the elementary school rely on and look up 
to them.  The Littles have something fun and 
positive to look forward to and the program is 
fun and laid back and allows them to look up to 
and model their future."

This program has been around since 2008. 
Junior and Year Three Big Maddie Kutsch said, 
"I wanted to be a Big because I had one when I 
was little and I knew how much it meant to me 
to have a high school friend to talk to." The get 
togethers will continue throughout the year 
monthly and at the end of the year there will be 
a final picnic at Woodland Park. 
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Better  than Just Fr iends

Bigs and L ittles passing wrapped gifts 
around the table waiting to be opened

By: Cailey Tit us
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 Warming up Winter Spor ts!
By: Ali Hammond

The Lady Devils are on an undefeated 
winning streak, and are looking to bigger and 
better things. Captain Olivia Perry said, "We all 
have lots of history together and that's what 
makes us so good, we've all played together since 
grade school." The leading scorer this season is 
sophomore Molly Howard, who is averaging 18 
points a game. The girls are ranked 2nd in the 
WKBN Power Rankings.

Meanwhile, the boys are having an okay 
season so far with a record of 6-6. The boys are 
adjusting this year because they are lacking 
experience, but the underclassmen are learning 
and building day by day. They only had two 
returning starters this season compared to just a 
year ago when they had all returning starters. The 
three new starters this year are Jacob Portolese, 
Dominic Carkido, and Cameron Tucker. 

Junior standout Zach Rasile broke Matt 
Seitz's old scoring record of 1,413 points in a 
career, and also broke James Beedle's record of 
51 points scored in a single game. He scored 52 
points in a game and broke his own record of 
most threes made in a game with 12.

The boys bowling team has the same 
situation going on, with lack of experience as 

well, but that's 
not holding 
them back. The 
boys are getting 
better as the 
season goes on, 
and recently had 
a big win 
against 
Lowellville. The 
top five boys are 
Danny Barker, 
Nick Sudol, 
Alex Alcantar, 
James Myers, 
and James Mays. Barker and Sudol are the 
returning bowlers and are the captains of the 
boys bowling team.

The girls bowling team is having a good 
season so far and are looking onto tournament 
time and have high hopes this season. Their top 
five bowlers are Jenna Simmons, Katie Donkers, 
Sierra Hickox, Hannah Alcantar, Chloe 
Campbell. Jenna is the captain of the girls team, 
and is a returning state qualifier from last season. 
Simmons said, "I'm ready and am very excited 
for tournaments next month."

Phot o Credit s-Br it t any Sm it h

The Lady Devils pose for  a 
post -gam e phot o.

What's In Your Closet? By: Elise McMaster

During the week of January 7th, there was a clothing drive during school. That week 
people would bring in clothes they don't want or need into school to help the people in need in 
our community. The clothes from this drive went to The Warren Family Mission and the 
people in our community. Clothes and coats were also dropped off at the basketball games on 
January tenth and eleventh in the lobby.

This was coordinated by NHS. The National Honor Society has four pillars, one of 
which is service. The members of NHS were looking to do a service project that would help 
the people in our community and decided to do a clothing drive. 

The drive was set to be after Christmas so that more people would be likely to donate 
because many people get new things and do not need the old. NHS 
member Megan Ward said, "The clothing drive went very well. It 
was a good service project and we were able to collect a lot of 
donations and we hope that makes a difference."

        A lot of things go into putting together something like this. 
The members had to decide when to do it, where the clothes would go, what organizations needed 
things, and how to transport the donations.

    With this clothing drive, many students donated their slightly used clothes and coats to the people in 
need in our community and the people at The Warren Family Mission. Junior Alyssa Strange said, "I 
had a whole bag to bring in and donate. I am donating them because I am not using any of it and I want 
to give them to people who need them instead."

    Not everyone can donate to people in need, but if there's a possibility for you to help out when 
possible, you should make an effort. Helping each other should be something everyone can 
and want to do. So when a chance to donate comes up you should try and help those around us 
who need it.

The clothing drop off space was 
frequently full with generous 
student donations.

Clothing dr ive posters were 
posted throughout the school.
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New Year New Me By: Ethan O'Connell 

Looking into this New Year there are many things we can rely on. One of the most prominent in 
our civilization is the "creative" and "healthy" solutions to our dilemmas. While many things may pop into 
our heads, what we really have to ask is, why do we believe psychological opinions from Buzzfeed 
Quizzes? Does Googling our symptoms really make us as qualified as a doctor?  Why do people like Nickelback?

But how does this relate to McDonald? "New Year New Me" is a social trend that suggests the act of changing and 
moving on through the betterment of one's self through exploiting the premise of a new year and therefore separation from past 
events. According to some, it is a promise towards a brighter future, a road to accomplishment, but is it a way of ignoring the past, 
chasing the delusion of a brighter future? Does it justify previous actions and choices? or does it help people become something 
better? 

Sophmore Sam Crone said, "I think that in the beginning the whole 'new year new me' thing was supposed to be that 
people would try harder to become what they desired. Now people are just saying it as a cute, quirky response instead of changing 
for the better."

Sophmore Leanna Batchshelder said, "I feel like it's good for people to set goals to try and make themselves better. I feel 
like they want to change but they don't in the end, because they can't change their lifestyle that quickly."

In the past, McDonald has had many events that changed the course of its history. Students are a constant force in pushing 
that evolution, but evolution in itself doesn't mean evolution for the better. America's mass culture is now an ever changing force 
felt not only in our school, but in our entire nation. There's isolation in similarity, and even the attempt of commonality is 
destructive at its core. 

So what do we do? Where do we go from here? Do we chase individuality, self improvement, and maybe even try so hard 
to become someone different that we become exactly like everyone else? Is this "new me" that we all admire and want, nothing 
more than a facade made from self hatred and delusional optimism? This trend exists only as a small portion of its brethren and 
the numbers of it's population are growing daily.  

As a student body our growth is eminent. It is however somewhat our choice on what we grow to be, as overused as that 
may sound, and as improbable as it may seem.  Luckily, possibility doesn't account for human optimism, or cynicism.

Us 

oh snap! The 90s! By: Ryder  Dye

"Now this is the story all about how..." it "Smells like Teen Spirit" in 
this edition of Blast From the Past as we dive into McDonald High 
School in one of the most influential times in entertainment history. 
Welcome to the era of grunge, flannel, Converse, and the ever flashy 
boy bands...THE '90s!

As the times changed so did our very own McDonald. From a 
technology standpoint, our students began to see the introduction of 
the cellphone. It's the one device that our teachers don't want to see 
in class, our parents are tired of seeing us use, and that we are 
constantly using to text on, take a selfie etc. But when you think of 
cellphones, the people that grew up having them will tell you that it's 
not what you would expect. 

McDonald's own Mrs. Prokop thought back about what technology 
was like during the time, "When you think back to the cellphones, 
they were huge! It was like carrying around a brick, just not as 
heavy. The Internet was no where close to what we have today. Dial 
Up internet was this annoying form that we had. Every time you 
would go to pick up the phone, it made an awful screech noise. It 

makes me not hate my slow 
Internet at home so much." 

As a student here at McDonald during the '90s, now a teacher, Mr. 
Mooney reflected, "For me and my friends, movies and the music 
were a big thing. Nirvana was a big favorite from the music 
standpoint, but when it came to movies, Gladiator was, and still is, a 
huge personal favorite of mine. But what is great for me, is being a 
teacher here in the same community that taught me so much, and 
helped raise me. It's a dream come true."

Mr. Mooney also compared the school and what kind of 
requirements he faced in school to what students face now. "Things 
are much tougher on students now compared to when I was in 
school. But, while the requirements are tougher, the advancements in 
technology open a large potential for learning in the classroom."

McDonald junior James Beale spoke about the styles and 
entertainment, "The '90s seemed cool. Lots of really good movies, 
music and introduction of new tech ideas. It seems like a resurgence 
of the '90s is making a comeback, though, with flannel starting to 
become popular again, along with more and more people getting into 
the grunge style of music."

McDonald's very 
own Mr. Mooney 
('02)

Pictured: One of the most 
influential grunge bands in 
music history, Nir vana
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Jr /Senior  High Spor tl ight
By: Kyleigh Sier ra

Who inspires you t o play basket ball and 
why?

"Alivia Morrison because she is 
really good at basketball and is 
inspiring to many others by her 
talent."

Do you want  t o keep playing 
basket ball al l  t hroughout  h igh 
school and why?

"Yes I do, I want to improve and get 
better at it."

What  is your  favor it e t h ing 
about  basket ball?

"My favorite thing about basketball is getting 
to get to play with my team and all the 
support we give to each other."

Is t here one t h ing you'd l ike t o im prove 
dur ing your  season?

"I would like to improve on my skills so that  I 
won't miss as many shots as I do and I can 
be an influence on someone later on in life."

Mar iah Bregar Nat han Sier ra

What  encouraged you t o play basket ball and 
why?

"My sister 's boyfriend 
Brison encouraged me to 
play basketball because we 
used to play outside and he 
said I should try and play."

Is t here a cer t ain player  
you look  up t o and why?

"There is no specific player I 
look up to because I really 
don't follow basketball that 
much."

Do you have a favor it e 
basket ball t eam ? If  so, what  t eam  and why?

"I like the Cleveland Cavaliers because I just like 
all Cleveland sports teams."

What  is one of  your  favor it e t h ings about  
basket ball and why?

"I like being able to play with my 
teammates and joking around with 
them."

What  is an encouragem ent  you 
have for  t h is season and why?

"An encouragement I have is to not 
lose anymore games."

Would you l ike t o fur t her  your  
career  in basket ball af t er  h igh 
school and why?

"I am not sure if I want to further 
my basketball career after high 
school because I am a lot better at 
football."

Who inspires you t o play basket ball and why?

"My family inspires me to play basketball because I 
like to do everything for them."

Cam  Tucker
What  is one of  your  favor it e  t h ings about  
basket ball and why?

"Playing with my team because we 
are all friends and work well 
together."

What  is  an encouragem ent  you 
have for  t h is season and why?

"To go to districts with my team 
because it 's a goal we strive every 
year."

Would you l ike t o fur t her  your  
career  in basket ball af t er  h igh 
school?

"No, because I want to focus on my college 
classes and focus on a different career."

Who inspires you t o play basket ball and 
why?

"Braymond Green, because he hustles and 
works hard on defense."

Taylor  Tuchek
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Do MHS students bel ieve in making 
New Year 's Resolutions? 

With 90 votes from throughout the high 
school, here are the results to see if MHS students 
believe in making New Year 's resolutions! The most 
votes went to students having a complicated 
relationship with making resolutions because why 
would anyone ever want to give a straight yes or no answer, right? 27 students 
were very happy and enthused to say that yes, of course they make resolutions! 
Hopefully they can stick with their resolutions this year. And, finally 22 students 
replied  saying that "Eww, no. Why go through the trouble?" Thanks to everyone 
who voted! Happy New Year MHS :)

By: Br i Callow  

It 's 
com plicat ed

41

Of course!! 27

Eww, no 22

People on t he St reet :

What  is Your  2019 New Year 's Resolut ion?

Allison 
Batchelder 
7th Grade

My resolution is 
to keep up with 
my chores and 

keep my 
room 

Greg 
Merdich 

Sophomore

My new year 
resolution is to get 
down in the weight 
room more to get 

ready for 
football.

Mikayla 
Hixson 

9th Grade 

My new year 
resolution is 

to do 

Greg 
Meadors 

Junior 

My new years 
resolution is to 

make better 
choices in 

life.

By: Lauren Johnson

E d i t o r i a l  
B y :r o c c o  P a s c a r e l l a

New semester, new you. The new semester finally kicked off, which means it 's time to 
switch classes. It 's an exciting time, in my opinion, to switch classes and experience classes that 
you have never taken before. 

Midterms are over which means the stress of testing has gone away and with it comes a 
fresh start. Tardies and absent days have reset giving students a chance to try not to be tardy or miss a lot of 
days. In my opinion, I like having a fresh start and challenging myself with harder classes. 

For many a new semester is nothing; however, for the Seniors it 's their last semester of high school. A lot 
of exciting things will be happening this semester, one of them being prom. Let 's make this semester a good 
one and for the Seniors lets make it great!
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Top 5 Worst New Year 's Resolutions   
1. Joining a Gym - I am certain we all know how this resolution goes, right? On 
New Year 's Eve you tell yourself, "I'm doing it this year, finally I'm going to get 
fit!" But we all know you'll buy the gym membership, go once just to prove 
everyone that you did go, and then never go again. Am I right?

2. Get t ing Organized- Messy locker kids will relate the most to this. You know 
who you are. Every year you go through this whole cycle of trying to get your 
locker organized, yet you still seem to have papers sticking out of it. And who 
knows what comes crashing down every single time you open it! Honestly, this 
resolution is just a lost cause. 

3. Get t ing Over  your  Ex- We all know what happens. They go weeks without talking to them or even glancing at them in 
class then late one night they muster up all the courage they can and Snapchat them. Then they'll call their friends crying 
saying they made a mistake. It just doesn't work out and you seem desperate. 

4. Save Money-  HA! Yeah right, saving money? I don't think so. We both know that next time that your friends ask you to go 
out, you'll go and spend all the money your litt le heart desires. Everyone tries to save money but that only lasts for a week 
at the most. We both know that next time you go to Target your money is going down the drain. The easy solution to this is 
to just ask your parents for money, or, even crazier solution, is to get a job! 

5. Less Phone Tim e- Everyone has their phone attached to their hips 24/7, so why even bother trying to make this 
resolution? This resolution will not work because as soon as you hear that beep from a text or Snapchat you will literally run 
and hurdle through anyone or anything to see who texted you. The reality is that if you go without your phone for more 
than 15 minutes you will not survive. That is why this is a waste of time to even try to make this your resolution. 

By: Br i Callow  

February Events By Nikolina Drobnjak

Boys Basketball:

- February 1 & 5 @Home
- February  2 @ Bristol
- February 8 @ Lowellville
- February 12 @Mathews
- February 15 @ Chaney

Girls Basketball:

- February 2 @ Chaney
- February 4 @ Ursuline
- February 7@ Maplewood

Bowling:

- February 4 & 7 @ Mahoning Valley Lanes

Other Events:

- February 14-  Parent/Teacher Conferences, 
Early Release, Interims Valentine's Day

- February 15 & 18- No School
- February 18- President 's Day
- February 20- 11th Grade Testing (ACT)

Celebrity  Birthdays:

- February 1- Harry Styles
- February 2- Shakira
- February 9- Michael B. Jordan
- February 11- Jennifer Aniston
- February 17-Michael Jordan

 Horoscope
of the Month By: Lauren Johnson

To start off the new year on the night of January 20-21 a 
total lunar eclipse will change your life. It will make you 
much more confident in yourself. You will learn how to 
speak up, express yourself, and share your thoughts and ideas. Change your 
appearance to put your own personal stamp on it. Make your style your own 
and step out of the shadows and become a leader. It 's a new year and a new 
you! Enhance your appearance and be you!

Element: Earth
Quality: Cardinal
Color: Brown, Black
Day: Saturday
Ruler: Saturn
Lucky Numbers: 4, 8, 13, 22
Date range: December 22 - 
January 19

https://www.astrology-zodiac-signs.com/astrology/elements/earth/
https://www.astrology-zodiac-signs.com/astrology/qualities/cardinal/
https://www.astrology-zodiac-signs.com/astrology/planets/saturn/
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Junk I n The 

Tr unk
Ian Socha's Car What's In Your Trunk?

-Tools
-Boxes
-Coat
-Empty Bottles Of Water

How Did They End Up There?
-The tools ended up there from fixing the 
car.

-Boxes have been there from the speakers I 
bought.

-The coat is from me putting it in there.

-I threw the empty bottles in there because 
I couldn't find a trash can.

Why Are They Still There?
-Tools are in there for emergencies.

-Boxes are in there because I forgot about them.

-Coat is in here in case it 's cold out.

-Empty water bottles are still here because  I 
didn't feel like throwing them away.

By Ziad Aziz

Movie Review-  Fer r is Bueller 's Day Off
By Nikolina Drobnjak

Ferris Bueller's Day Off is seen as a comedy classic by many and has been praised for its humor.  But when I watched 
it, it was a different story.  Strangely, I actually couldn't stand watching most of the movie.  I almost couldn't finish the movie 
because I started to hate it.  If you're wondering how someone could not like such a classic, then I suppose that today is 
your lucky day because I'm going to explain why.

I hated the first part of the movie. I liked the over-the-top comedy that the movie used and  I love the over-the-top  
events that take place, but I didn't like Ferris himself.  He was  a clever and hilarious character, but for the most part, he was 
terrible.  He seemed manipulative,  selfish, and arrogant. I also thought the movie moved 
so slowly. It was like the movie would never end.

But as the movie went on, things started to change.  The true meanings of the 
movie started to show and the plot started to move along  a bit quicker and the movie 
started to get more exciting. I saw what was so great about the way that the movie was 
made, like how Ferris had a tendency to break the fourth wall.  I thought that was great 
because it seemed to help in creating a bond between Ferris and the viewer since Ferris 
shared his thoughts and feelings directly to the viewer.

Even with all the things that I didn't like about the movie, I started to realize why 
this movie became such a classic.  It was refreshing to me.  The humor was innocent and 
clever and the main character had bad qualities, but intentions that were good.  I realized 
that there was a reason why this film is so beloved.  There really was more to this movie 
than I thought.
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